
 
 Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 

HELCOM workshop on economic and social analyses 
supported by SPICE 

Riga, Latvia, 1 November 2017 
 

Document title Document 4 - Background information  on Business as Usual scenarios in OSPAR 

Category CMNT 

Submission date 25.10.2017 

Submitted by OSPAR / Rob van der Veeren 

 

Background information on Business as Usual scenarios in OSPAR 

 

NOTE: The information below is based on work in progress and waits for approval  

Do not quote 

 

Background 
For the development of effective and efficient programs of measures it is relevant to estimate how the 

most relevant pressures will develop in the future, so as to know whether current environmental problems 

may be expected to increase or decrease as a consequence of autonomous trends. This is the purpose of 

the ‘business as usual scenario’ (BAU). 1 

In 2017, ICG ESA (the OSPAR Intersessional Correspondence Group on Economic and Social Analyses) has 

put together a document on Business As Usual scenarios based on texts that CPs have presented in the first 

round of analyses. Based on this, a one page summary was written on expected trends and developments 

in the following economic sectors that were also considered in the economic analyses of the Intermediate 

Assessment: Fisheries and aquaculture, Shipping, Ports, Oil and gas industry, and offshore wind energy. This 

summary is a first attempt to develop a coherent narrative on expected future trends and developments 

for the OSPAR region, based on contributions from the Contracting Parties, while at the same time 

acknowledging that not all Contracting Parties performed a Business As Usual scenario, and not the same 

methods and time horizons (etc) have been used. 

The purpose of this document with information on Business As Usual scenarios based on information of the 

first round of analyses, is to give the Contracting Parties the opportunity to refer to an OSPAR document in 

their update of the Initial Assessment, when they want to reflect upon how their new analyses fit within 

the ideas of the neighbouring countries as described in the first round of analyses. Therefore, the OSPAR 

Coordination Group is asked to endorse this document as an OSPAR background document at their meeting 

16-17th of November. 

 

Action requested 

The workshop is invited to take note of the information as background to the presentation in the workshop.  

                                                           
1 A Business As Usual (BAU) scenario, is defined in the WG ESA Guidance document as describing ‘the anticipated evolution in the 
environmental, social, economic and legislative situation in a marine environment over a certain time horizon in the absence of the 
policy under consideration (i.e. if the MSFD is not implemented)’. 

https://oap.ospar.org/en/ospar-assessments/intermediate-assessment-2017/socio-economics/
https://oap.ospar.org/en/ospar-assessments/intermediate-assessment-2017/socio-economics/


Background information on Business as Usual scenarios in OSPAR 

 

Introduction 
As stated before, the current document is based on information from the first round of analyses. ICG ESA 

intends to produce a similar document in 2018, after the CPs have finalized their update of the Initial 

Assessment in 2018, based on the contributions of the CPs (again by taking direct extracts of their national 

reports), to come to an update of the collection of BAU’s at the OSPAR level. A summary of this updated 

report could be used for the revised chapter on economic analyses in the Initial Assessment, by also 

presenting some information on expected future trends. Before doing this, the OSPAR Coordination Group 

is asked to agree to include an updated summary in the update of the economic chapter of the 

Intermediate Assessment in 2018, and to discuss whether the 1 page summary presented next is the type 

and amount of information that should be aimed for. 

Finally, although for the Business As Usual scenarios in both the current report and the 2018 update, the 

focus will be on the economic sectors that are also presented at the Intermediate Assessment, other 

sectors might become relevant in the future. ICG ESA will discuss this at a later stage. 

 

Summary of the Business as Usual scenarios based on CPs contributions from the first round 

of analyses 

Fisheries and aquaculture 
In most OSPAR countries, future developments in the fisheries sector are largely dependent on the 

European Common Fisheries Policies and the quota that are agreed upon within that framework. Also 

future developments in fuel prices are relevant for this sector  

Shipping 
Most OSPAR countries expect an increase of ship transport and shipping. However, due to the application 

of more sustainable practices, emissions per ship will probably reduce, and therefore, the environmental 

impacts caused by this economic sector are expected to grow less than proportional with the economic 

developments in this sector.  

Ports 
Activities in ports can be expected to be depending on the developments in the shipping sector. The 

shipping sector is expected to increase in most of the OSPAR area. Therefore, activities in ports are 

expected to increase as well.  

Oil and gas industry  
The presence – and therefore the potential for exploitation – of oil and gas fields is not distributed evenly 

across the OSPAR area. For example, Norway has significant oil and gas reserves, whereas some other 

countries have practically no oil reserves within their Economic Exclusive Zones. In the Dutch and Danish 

parts of the OSPAR area oil and gas exploitation is expected to decline in the next decades, whereas UK 

expects a slight increase in the Scottish waters. In Germany, the future development of this sector depends 

on the results of ongoing exploration activities.  

Regulations exist to prevent oil spills from the oil and gas industry. There are also regulations in place with 

respect to decommissioning of oil and gas platforms that are no longer used to extract oil and gas. The 

expected reduction in oil and gas exploitation means that decommissioning of platforms will increase in the 
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future. Since the latter is rather expensive, discussions take place within OSPAR on options for alternative 

use of platforms. 

Offshore wind energy 
A significant expansion of the production of offshore wind energy is expected over the next decades. This 

applies to most of the OSPAR area. This means that many wind farms will be built. The building of wind 

farms often results in underwater noise due to pile driving/drilling, if no additional measures are taken. 

Therefore, the expected increase of offshore wind energy is likely to result in a temporarily but 

environmental pressure for the years to come. 

 


